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PREFACE. 


Times publiſhed, and as they have met with 


| thy and Honourable Gentlemen, it induces me not on- 
- Ip to re-publiſh them, bur allo to lay before the Pub- 
3 ck ſome intereſting Matters which I wrote, and were 
'S uſhered inte the World ſome Years ſince, 
y | THE firſt Matter was—That which greatly af- 
J fects the lower Claſs of People, the taking Recogni- 
rances for petty Aſſaults, and returning them to the 


leaſes.— This occaſions great Expences, and often 


take Money under Pretence of getting the Recogni- 


raiſe that very Money, the poor men fr equently pawn 


4 their Cloaths, beſides running in Debt and neglecting 
dit their Buſineſs, and being once behind-hand, rarely re- 
1 cover, and, in the End, either the Marſhalſea, or 


ſome other Priſon, falls to their unhappy Lot, whilſt 


milies. 


Goods have been taken in Execution: ; and where 


lent to Newgate, or ſome other Goal, where many 


H E following Letters have hw, at different | 


a favourable Reception from ſeveral very Wor- 


SGeſſions after the Parties have given each other Re- 
cauſes the Defendants to employ low Sollicitors, who 


zances diſcharged, and too often omit it, though, to 


the Pariſhes are burthened with their miſerable Fa- 
Ihis, is not all; the Recognizances not being dil. 
charged, are eftrexted=—and ſome Time after (nay 
| Years) when the Parties have forgot the Cauſe, their 


there were none, or not ſufficient, they have been 
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have periſhed : (a) It has been ſaid, ſo keen ſome of the 

penal Lawmen have been in raking up and putting in 

Suit old Debts as not to ſpare even Death () itſelf. 
AND it is to be hoped, where Men in Offices en- 

courage mercileſs Proceedings upon old or new For- 

- feitures, ny would be ſo good as to hang up in their 


Cloſets, by Way of Memento, the Pictures of Empſon 


and Dudley, who acted the like Part in King Henry 
VIlth's Time, and even pretended to have an -Autho- 
rity for what they did; but that would not do, for in 
the next Reign they met with their deſerved Fate by 
the Hands of the common Executioner. And, ſays 
the Hiſtorian, —Their Names will ſtand infamous up- 
on Record as long as the Br:i/ifhþ Annals remain. (c) 
THE ſecond Metter is, the Expences attending Law- 
ſuits, which are chiefly owing to two Cauſes : 


I. Tue Fees Paid in uſclels Oltices=—We. do 1 not 


(a 1) To put the Caſe general : Where there is no Releats iven, = 


nor any Indictment found, is it not hard to eſtreat ſuch Recogni- 


zance, becauſe the Party has neglected or did not know he was 
to pay 25. 4d. It may be anſwered, if it was not for ſuch Pe- 
nalties, none would appear; which we dey, becauſe the Party 
would be liable not only to have the Recognizance eftreated, but 
a Warrant granted to take him up in Caſe of an Inditment, which 
would ſufficiently puniſh any one for Neglect. It is ſtill to be 


hoped, that one Time or other a Law will be made to prevent 
eſtreating Recognizances where there are no Indictments, and to 
puniſh ſuch Officers that ſhould ſuffer ſuch Recognizances to be 
eltreated 1 into the Exchequer. 


(5) Which was the Name of a Man who lived near ne 


Market. 


c) De great Lord Bacon as avell as Lord Shafiſbury, avere a- 


 gainfl raking for old Debis : Theje are the Words of the latter to Mr. 
Baron Thurland when he aba, javorn into his Office. 


« [et me recommend to you, fo to manage the King's Fuſtice pF] 
«© Rewenue, as the King may have moſt Profit, and the Subject leaſt 


Veæation. Raking for old Debts, the Number of Informations, Pro- 
Jeers upon Concealments, I could not find in the eleven Years Experience 
bade had in this Court, ever to advantage the Crown. But ſuch 


Proceedings hawe, for the moſt Part, delivered up the King” s good Sub- 


eckt into the Hands of the worſt of Men. Ses the Speech in the Lives 
ol the Chancellors. - _ 


mean 


5 + $3 a — 
pO | Mg” . : 
WE. — — Gay — — 
W r * — : 


, 


N 


EE Ul 
mean thoſe which relate to the carrying on the Buſineſs, 
drawing up the Proceedings, Recording the Judg- 


ments, or proper to ſupport. the Honour and Dignity 
of the Courts of Juſtice. 


IT Tux large Stamp Duties unknown to our An- 


ceſtors further greatly inhance the Charges of a Suit, 
which if taken off, and the uſeleſs Offices purchaſed in 
by the Publick, and all Cauſes under 207. (d) deter- 
mined by Civil Bill, as in Ireland, except in Matters 
that relate to Property, Se. the Complaint would 
ſoon ceaſe —— but as there is little or no Hopes of any 
Redreſs in our Time, all that can be ſaid, the Perſons 


who act fairly and honeſtly in their Profeſſion, muſt con- 


tinue to bear with Patience, as they have hitherto done, 
both the Blame and the Loſs. For it is a juſt Obſerva- 
tion, that where Men meet with Hardthips they too 
frequently reflect on thoſe who are often as much 


Sufferers as themſelves, owing to their not underſtand- 
ing the Source from whence the Evil ſprings ; and whilſt 


Men thus remain in Ignorance, no Wonder they cry out 


againſt the Practiſers of che Law, when they wiener 
in their Cauſes. 


THE third Matter is, the Caſt of the poor inſolvent 


Debtors ; it muſt he owned, that of all our Laws, 
| thoſe of Debt are the moſt prepoſterous, for the fol 


vent and Miſerable are ſent to ſtarve in a Goal, thou! gh 


their Misfortunes did not ariſe through their Neglect 


yet are they treated no better than thoſe that have uſed 
the utmoſt Art to cheat and defraud their Creditors ; 
the Law having made no Diſtinction or Proviſion 105 


their Relief, fave that in | Bankruptcies, and of {| Debts 
under 1001. 


Is fact, it is greatly to be lamented, that the poor 
honeſt Debtor's deplorable Caſe has not been ſeriouſly | 
taken into Conſideration (both here and in Ireland) and 


Proper Methods propoſed for their Kclicf: : How glo- 


( 4 , Conſider 40 5, formerly was equal to __ 10 J. now. 
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rious would it be, if ſome of our great and good Pa- 


triots would beſtow a little of their Time in drawin 
up Heads of a Bill for that End, which if paſſed into 


a Law, would not only be the Means of inducing ſeve- 


ral well inclined Debtors to return to their native 


Country, but alſo the clearing our Goals of the miſe- 
rable and unhappy, and thereby make them uſeful to 


the State; for it cannot be denied fince all the Aſſylums 
are taken away (except the Verge of the Court) that a 


great Number of Artificers and Manufacturers are dai- 
ly flying into foreign Countries to avoid the Miſeries of 
a Priſon, The Dangers the Nation has ſuffered and 
now ſuffers therefrom; . are too obvious to need any 


Comment. In ſhort, many have thought, if there 
was no holding to Bail for Debt as in other Countries, 


it would be better, except in extraordinary Caſes, ſuch 
as where the Debtor had been guilty of ſome groſs Im- 
poſition on his Creditor, or was endeavouring to run 
away ; wherever that appeared, why ſhould he not be 
treated as a Criminal, impriſoned as ſuch, and not ſuf- 
fered to be let into the ſame Ward with thoſe who fell 


to Decay through unavoidable Misfortunes, let his 
Condition be what it will. 


THE Fourth is a Matter of another Kind, greatly 
complained of— That is, the Want of natural Ties of 
Humanity and Affection, the Band of human Society, 
eſpecially in a free State, is of dangerous Conſequence; 


ſorry we are to ſay it, here the Father diſinherits the 


Son, and throws him off to Miſery and Contempt, for 
the very Frailties he learnt in his Infancy, and indulged 
in his Youth ; and which he had all along experienced 
in himſelf, The Voice of Nature will not touch him. 
The Relation of Blood, which ſhould be the Reaſon of 


Men's uniting in Juſtice and Love, is often the Cauſe 


| ef Diſunion and Hatred, none being generally worſe 
Friends than Brothers and Brothers, Siſters and Siſters; 


and the nearer Kin the greater Enemies. But former- 


. it was a common Saying — Britons, when two 
8 _— 
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Men ſhewed an uncommon Refpett for one another, 


that they loved as Brothers; now on the contrary, 


when two Men hate and deſpiſe cach other, it is ſuffi- 


cient to ſay the ſame as if they were Brothers and born 
of one Woman ; nay, even Marriage, the Founda- 


tion of the State, that ſhould join Hearts as well as 
Bodies, has no Force; the very being Husband and 
Wife frequently puts an End to the moſt violent Love. 
This being the Caſe, what can be the Conſequence, 
but Diſguſt, Strife and Separation? In fact, there is 
rarely any Difference or Diſtinction of Mankind, other 


than what is meer nominal. We call Couſins, Ne- 


phews, Nieces, Brothers, Siſters, Mothers, Fathers ; 


but the ſacred Endearment annexed to thoſe Names in 


the early Days of the World is Joſt ; Money is ge- 


nerally preferred to all Manner of Duties, which in 


Fact is greatly to be lamented. 


A Gentleman very juſtly remarks That their is 


ſcarce any one Act in a Man's whole Life ſo ſolemn, 
or of more Conſequence, and yet there are few that 


are executed with leſs due Conſideration, than making 
of a Will ; which ought not to be executed without a 


great Regard to Affinity, Humanity, and Juſtice, 
Now as to Affinity, it ought never to be forgot; and 


though the next Heir may be a wild and profligatic 


| Perſon, his Children may not tread in his Steps; and 
though it may be prudent to keep a Son or Daughter, 


who married contrary to the Inclinations of a Parent, 


at a Diſtance, during the Minority of other Childern, 
yet the Law of the Land leaves every one, who is at 
Age, to chooſe for themſelves, nor does the Scripture | 


any where countenance the diſinheriting a Child; on 


the contrary, the Jews were tied up from lettling 
their Eſtates for any longer Term than the Jubilee, at 


which Time they were to return to the Families that 
originally poſſeſſed them. As to Humanity, it is the 


Duty of every Chriſtain to forget and forgive ; and in- 
deed it 1s their Len Intereſt ſo to do; ſor on that ex- 


preſs 
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preſs Condition, we are taught to expect F orgiveneſs 
at the laſt great Day. 
Since Men have latterly been more prone to act 
+ unnaturally by one another, eſpecially Relations, than 
formerly, as fully appears from the Wills of many 
| who are dead: Some Gentlemen have thought it i 
would be of Service to the Public, if our Courts of 
Judicature were impowered to inſpect the Wills of de- | 
ceaſed Perſons, and where they, appeared to be un- | 
natural, to ſet them aſide, and conlider ſuch Teſtators 
in no other Light than if they died Inteſtate; ſome 
ſuch Law would ſoon deſtroy thoſe infamous Creatures 
called Legacy Hunters; a Race of Men as much to be 
deteſted and abhorred as a common Informer for Lucre; | 
and poſſibly might be the Means to deter cruel Pa- | 
rents and Relations from making unjuſt Wills, eſ- 
pecially when they Knew the Courts of Judicature had 
Power to ſet them aſide : This puts me in Mind of a 
Paſſage inthe Travels of Cyrus, which I ſhall here ſubjoin. 
„ THERE was in Egypr, a ſort of Juſtice unknown 
© in other Countries: As ſoon as a Man had yielded 
his laſt Breath he was brought to a Trial, and the 
public Accuſer was heard againſt him. In Caſe the 
Behaviour of the Deceaſed had been culpable, his 
Memory was branded, and he was refuſed Burial. 
If he was not convicted of any Crime againſt the 
Gods and his Country, he was entombed with Marks 
of Honour, and a Panegyric made uporr him, with- 1 
e out mentioning any Thing of his Birth or Deſcent.““ 
THE fifth and laſt Matter | is very intereſting, and 
with all due Submiſſion I think, deſerves a very ſerious a 
Confideration, and is a Miſchief many believe the Na- [ 
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tion has laboured under ſome Years, that has not been 
ſufficiently attended to; I mean, where great Miniſters 
of State, Captain Generals of Armies, Admirals of | 
PFleets, and other Perſons intruſted with the Affairs of 
the Government, entertain French Valets in their Ser- 
vice, during the Time we are at War with France. 4 
Pray, 


, — 


„ vii 


Pray, do not theſe great Perſonages, after they have 


read their Diſpatches, often put them in their Pockets, 


or lay them upon their Tables either in their Drefſing- 


room or Cloſets? And has it not been known, that 
ſometimes they have gone out 1n a N and forgot 


to lock them up? Beſides, when they are dreſſing, how 
frequently are their particular Friends with them, ſpeak- 
ing of ſome important Matters in the Preſence of theſe 
Men: May not a Word accidently drop concerning 


Schemes that are then concerting againſt the French? 
m Truth, might not an artful Valer, from reading his 


Lord's Papers, and what he might gather from looſe 


Hints, gain a perfect Knowledge of the whole to be 
tranſacted, that were then believed to be ſecretly carry- 
ing on, and thereby diſcover them to his Countrymen, 
and fo put them on their Guard, as to render abortve 
what were deſign'd to have been put in Execution. 
Indeed at Times we may receive ſome Comfort 


from reading the News- papers, that our Flects were re- 
turned Home in ſafety from the Coaſt of France, having 


failed in their Attempt to ſurprize the Places they were 
deſtined to; and at laſt concludes the News-writer, 
with a Sneer, thus ended the firſt ſecret Expedition. 
If any ſhould afterwards be ſuſpected of not doing their 
Duty, it may be likewiſe poſſibly ſeen in the lame Pa- 
pers, that ſuch a one and ſuch a one were tried by a 
Court Martial, at a very great E xpence to the Nation, 


and ended in his Acquittal. 


A Martial Court, ſhall try their Brother's Cauſe, 
And they'll acquit him—for they have martial Laras. 


Bur, to conſider the Point a little further, as to what 


might encourage a French Valet to be a l raitor to his 
_ Britiſh Maſter : He may be an Exile, and by his 
Perfidy obtain a Pardon, and conſiderable Reward. 


Suppoſing the French Valet's Caſe not ſo bad; Has he 


not quitted his Country, either upon Account ti at he 


could no live there, or to better his Fortune, that 


= - 
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is, where they are Papiſts, as many of them are ? Is it 
not natural for a Man to think of returning to his own 
Country, in order to end his Days, as ſoon as he has 
gained what he propoſed from quitting it? Will he not 
be much better received, if he has, during the Time of 


his reſiding among us, diſcovered ſome important Secret 


that had proved uſeful to his native Country ? From 
all which, and many other Confiderations, moſt of theſe 


Sort of Men are, by ſeveral of the ſenſible Part of this 
Nation, looked upon as Spies. Let me aſk: Do any 
the French Generals, or Miniſters of State, entertain, 
in their Service, any of our Countrymen, eſpecially at 


the Time they are at War with us? I believe no Man 


can ſhew an Inſtance of it. (e) 
Bur not to leave this Subject without laying, chat 


many hope to ſee an Act paſs, to make it High Trea- 


ſon for any Miniſters of State, Generals of Armies, 
or in Fact any Perſon intruſted with the Affairs of the 
Government, (knowingly) to entertain French Valets in 
their Services, during the Time we are at War with 
that Country. If ſuch a Law was made, and ſtrictly 
put in Execution, it is not to be doubted but we ſhal! 
ſoon become as remarkable for tranſacting our Affairs 
with Secreſy, as the French did theirs in the laſt War. 


As to thoſe who are fo thoroughly frenchified, that they 


cannot live without ſuch Sort of Servants, let them, in 


the Name of God, go and live in France, and, to uſe 


the old Britiſh Saying, Foy go with them. 


I ſhall conclude this Preface in the Words of a very 
Honourable Gentleman now in a high Station, The 


French have given us their Language and their Faſhions, 
what now remains for them 10 give, is their Laus; 
Wich oo avERr, Amen. : 


| on e ) Whether v we are not 1 by Authority, that hs 3 . 
contrary to a ſolemn Engagement, were contriving the Deſtruction 


of Hanober.— Pray, who can read the Accounts of the French 


Cruelties in thoſe Parts without Horror. - Vet too many here are 


LE T. 


fond of French Servants, tho Known. to be — 
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Dec. 1 5, 1757. 
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T H E great Complaints for ſome Time of 
the exceſſive Price of Corn, have been of ſuch 
a Nature as to require the moſt ſerious Atten- 
The like Complaints have ariſen above two Ages 


ago, the following Letter to Cardinal Wolſey fully 


proves, which I copied from the Original under Sir 


Edward Guildeford's Hand, now to be ſeen in the State- 
Paper-Office near Weſtminſter- Abbey, This Gen- 
tleman was one of the Knights of the Moſt Noble 
Order of the Garter, lived in the County of Kent, and 


made a conſiderable Figure in King Henry the 
If you publih this, 1 will ſearch farther, and fee 
what was done in Conſequence of the Letter; for I am 


very certain, that ſo great and watchful Miniſter as Wol- 

ſey was, did not let ſuch an Evil paſs without applying a 
proper Remedy: In ſhort, he was one of thoſe who was 
not above Advice, and very remarkable for employing 
under him brave, able, and learned Men. I am, Sir, 


e 5 Richmond, Your conſtant Reader, : 
And humble Servant, 
LL GROVE. 


B PLE a 


"TI 
L E AS TH your Grace to underſtand, that the 
| King's poor Subjects in theſe Parts do make great 
Noiſe and Lamentations for that there cometh ſo little 
Corn to Market, and that is bought, at ſo unreaſonable a 
Price, Wheat at ſeven Groats and 2d. the Buſhel, and 
Barly at 16d. for the Price hath; riſen within this 
Month to 18d. and it is thought that it will riſe to a 
higher Price *till the Harveſt be paſt ; for thoſe who 
have Corn to ſell do know, that the People muſt needs 
buy for ſetting of Men to Work, in Haying, in Harveſt, 
and Carriages. Beſeeching your Grace, that by your 
Favour that thoſe that have Corn may be compelled 
to bring it to Mg et, and fell it at a reaſonable Price ; 
or elſe ſome other Meaſures be deviſed by your Grace; 
for the Relief of the King's poor Subjects; for I aſſure 
you there is great Rumour and Wailling amongſt the 
People, It is great Marvel, that the Prices they 
ſo rife, ſeeing there is fo fair Corn upon the Ground, 
except thoſe that be Cornſellers do Keep the Corn, to 
the Intent to make the Dearth to continue yearly, as 
it is done two or three Vears paſt: and that it may 
pleaſe your Grace that the Corn, that is now upon 


the Ground may be viewed, and the Number of the 


Acres of all Manner of Corn may be certifyed unto 
your Grace, by ſuch as ſhall ſtand with your Pleaſure 
to point; and that every Farmer and Occupier in this 
Shire may be examined what Corn he has ſold afore- 
hand, at what Price, and to whom; ſo that thoſe 
that be Regrators, or Sellers of Corn, may be 
compelled to ſell at the ſame Price ſo before bought, 
except thoſe that buy for their own Houſhold only; 
for thoſe that be Regrtors od b before Hand, are they 
that make the Dearth 5 
And alſo I do advertiſe your Grace, that 1 am 
right 0 Ph that Rumney Marſh, that has been the 
plentious Place of Cattle and Corn, is fallen in great 
DN, Decay 


(3) 


Decay, as well of Cattle as of Corn; for many great 
Farms and Holdings neither have in them Corn nor 
Cattle in Manner as before; and where, Time out of 
Mind, till now of late Years, Farmers have dwelt 
upon their Farms, and keept good Houſhold, and 
uſed Tillage and Breeding, of Cattle, and many of theſe 
Farms none dwelleth upon the ſame, neither til- 
leth nor breedeth Cattle, but uſeth the ſame. 
in Grazing, truſting upon this Y/elþ Cattle, which 
is a great Deſtruction of the, Breeding and Tillage in 
theſe Parts, and Decaying of Houſesand Houſholds : (4) 
and where at my laſt being with your Grace I moved 
your: of certain Articles, at which Time your Pleaſure 
was, that I ſhould put you in further Remembrance at 
this Time; which Articles I do ſend unto your Grace 
here incloſed, moſt heartily praying your Grace to 
to conſider the Premiſſes; I do not write unto you 
only of my own Mind, but that I have called before 

me Worſhipful Perſons in theſe Parts, and Grayzers, 
Husbandmen and Butchers, who know the ſamethat I 

CE a etl B 2 | have 


( May number Rumney's Flewers, or Iſis Fiſh, — 
| | Da Av rox. 


KRumney is that Famous Marſh in Kent, at whoſe ſide Rye, 
a Haven-Town, both ſtand : Hereof the Excellent Eugliſß An- 
_ tiquary, Mr. CaMpen, and Mr. LawserrT in his Perambulation, 
do mike mention. And Marſhes are commonly called thoſe 
low Grounds which abut upon the Sea, and from the Latin 
Word are ſo denominated. % is here uſed for Thame/ir, by a 
Synecdochical Kind of Speech, or by a Poetical Liberty, in uſing 
one for another: For it is ſaid, that Thamefs is compounded of 
Thame and Ji, making, when they are met, that renowned 
Water running by Londen, a City much more renownd than that 
Water: Which being plentifal of Fiſh, is the Cauſe alſo why all 
Things elſe are plentiful therein. Moreover, I am perſuaded, 
that there is no River in the World beholds more ſtately Build- 
ings on either Side, clean thorough, than the Thames. Much is 
reported of the Grand Canal in Venice, for that the Fronts on ei- 
ther Side are ſo gorgeous. 


3 ” * 


r... 


(4) 


have written unto your Grace: And that 1 beſeech 


Almighty God long to preſerve your Grace. Written 
at Haldane | in Kent the — of June, 


Zy your Moſt Bounden, 
EDWARD GULDEFORD. 


Firſt, for Tillage ; every Man to ſow the Eighth 


Part of his Land, or Farm of Arable Ground, am. þ in 


his Hands. 


Item, For Increaſe of the Breed of Cattle; ; no 
Calves to be killed that fall or be calv'd betwixt 
_ Chriſtmas and Midſummer, except for honourable 
Men's Houſholds, as the King's Highneſs and Ho- 


nourable Council ſhall think meet. 
Item, For the Deſtruction of Rooks, as well as the 


Place and the Neſts where they breed, to be taken 
with Nets in every Hundred and Borough, and a Pain 
to he ſet upon them that ſuffer any Rooks to breed 


upon his Ground. 
Item, That whats ca and other Offficers 


| ought to take or receive Vagabords and other unthrifty 
Perſons, which ſhould be had to Jail, becauſe of the 
great Charge of conveying them they avoid their 


taking of them ; wherefore it may pleaſe your Grace 


that ſuch Order therein may be had, ſo as the Priſoners 
may be received by the Conſtables and Borſholder 


from Hundred to Hundred till the Priſoner came to 


Goal. 


Itam, Where hae 7 is no Juſtices of the 8 


; dwelling within the Hundred, it may pleaſe your Grace 
for my better Aſſiſtance, that my Cozin Thomas 
 Wilferd, and Thomas Harlackunden, may be Juſtices 
of the Coram in the Commiſſion of the Peace, 


© 7 


z 


AF 
To My Lord Cardinals Grace. 
(Here follows an Extract of another Letter.) 
I do beſeech your Grace to have in your good Re- 
membrance the Contents of my laſt Letter written 


the 24th of June, and the Articles therein cloſed, 
The Price of Wheat at ſeven Groats and T wopence 


the Buſhell in the Market; it was laſt Saturday's 


Market at Crandbroke at eight Groates and Threepence 
a Buſhel*, and it is to be thought that every Market 
day, till Harveſt beinned and Corn thraſhed, the 


Price ſhall riſe. —I have written to Maſter Baron Halis, 
to put your Grace in Rememberance of all the Premiſ- 
| ſes; beſeeching your Grace not to be diſcontented that 
I do ſo often trouble you with my Letters. — This dated 
from Haldane, the eleventh of July. \ 


(Part of the Letter is concerning a Man that was ta- 


ken ſor clipping the Coin, who broke Priſon, and in- 
cloſed he ſends to his Grace his Confeſſion, taken oy 


the Mayor of Rye. 4 


* Equel to eight or nine Shillings a Buſhel at this Day. 


LE T. 
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$1 R, &c. 
HAVE looked i into ancient Hiſtories, and ſeveral au- 


thenticated Pieces, to ſee what was done in Relation to 
the Matter Sir Edward Guldeford mentions in his Let- 


ter to Wolſey, and I find Regrators of the Market 
were very numerous, and extremely obnoxious in 


thoſe Days, and tho' they were not eaſy to be diſtin- 
guiſhed, ſo as to be puniſhed by the Statute Laws 
made againſt thoſe Sort of Perſons, owing to the 


Want of their not having being ſufficiently made and 
provided for; (a) Yet Regrators were well known and 


puniſhable at the Common Law by Inditment, Fine, 
and Impriſonment, and were ſtiled inimici publici patria 


i. e. Enemies to their Country; and in that Light they 


were conſidered by King Henry the VIIIth, during Wol- 
ſey'ſAdminiſtration, and, in order to bring to juſtice thoſe 
- evil Doers, Directions were ſent to proſecute them to the 
utmoſt Severity of the Law; and at the ſame Time o- 


ther Directions were ſent to the different Counties in 


England, to command and encourage all Perſons poſſeſ-— 


ſed of Corn to ſend it inſtantly to Market; which 


were ſo well attended to, that as ſoon as the Harveſt 
was over, Corn gradually fell, and was ſold at a mode- 
rate Rate, and by that Means the Diſquietude and 
Uneaſineſs that had before ariſen thro? the Dearneſs of 
Corn e ſubſided. 


(a) Thoſe were Statutes nets 1 in the Reigns of Edward I. Ea. 


ward III. and Richard III. and as they are obſolete, is the Rea- 
ſon, as I believe, they are out of the Statute Books, ſecing I can- 


not find them in thoſe I have looked into. 8 
As 


6 


( 
. 0 


| Reaſons for the then Scarcity of Corn 


17700 


As to Sir Edward's Complaint of the Want of Til- 
lage, and Neglect of Husbandry, Wolſey took care in- 


ſtantly in the Year 1517, to obtain an Act of Parlia- 


ment under this Title. I any Perſon ſhould decay a 


Town, or Hamlet, or Houſe of Husbandry, or convert 


Tillage into Paſture, the immediate Lord of the Fee 


ſhould bave the Moiety of the Offender's Lands, till the 


Offence be reformed ;—and at the ſame Time, Wol- 


ſey was remarkably employed in that of calling to a 
ſtrict Account thoſe who had been intruſted wich the 


publick Money, (one of whom was a Perſon of great 


unto the Exchequer. 

He had alſo an extreme Attention! in reſpect to the 
Reformation of the Law and puniſhing Perſons guilty 
of Perjury, oppreſſing the Poor, Riots, and other 


enormous Crimes, and it was obſerved, Perjury in par- 
ticular ſoon became much leſs frequent : In Fact, Wol- 


ſey, upon Account of exerting himſelf in thoſe Inſtan- 
ces, has been much applauded and commended by 


Lord Herbert, and other Hiſtorians of latter Times, 
tho' no Favourers of his Name and Memory. 15 
Notwithſtanding all Wolſey's Care for the Encoura- 
ging of. Tillage,) under the Sanction of his Sovereign, 
ſtill it ſoon appeared that there wanted ſomething far- 


ther to be done, for that in the Year 1521, Notice 
was particularly taken, that ſeveral of the Nobility and 


Gentry had for near 50 Years then paſt, been much g1- 


ven to the ingrafting Cattle, as Stow Terms it, and 


8 keeping Sheep, and reducing Lands into Paſture, (0 


the great Decay of Huſoandry, and Tillage (6). 
Another 


Wy } ) The converting ſach a great Quantity of Tillage: land into 
Paſture, and the Negle& of Huſbandry, was one of the principa! 


| one of the Principal Reaſons for the preſent Scarcity, has been 
princi- 


And it is feared that 


Quality and nearly allied to his Royal Maſter) and 
Whoever was found in Arrear and Debtor to the 
Crown, were compelled inſtantly to pay ſuch Monies 


ds 


„ 

Another Grievance complained of was, that of the 
incloſing Lands with Pales, H edges and Ditches, and 
the keeping in it Deer, c. (c)to remedy theſe great Miſ- 
chiefs an Order was made in Council, and ſent into the 


different Parts of England, with Directions to put the 


Laus in full Execution that had been made to prevent 
thoſe Evils; which the Juſtices of the Peace, and the other 
Magiſtrates ſo well executed, that it had avery good Effect. 

Theſe Proceedings were fo grateful to the People in 


general, that Dr. Bullock, of Cambridge, acknowledged 


them in a grand Latin Oration (d) which he pro- 


nounced in the Preſence of the Foreign Ambaſſadors, 


before a numerous and polite Audience, when Wolſey 
did the Univerſity the Honour of a Viſit: A Tranſla- 
tion of ſome Paſſages in the Speech I ſhall here intro- 


| duce. —After the Doctor had enumerated, in general 
Terms the Services Wolſey had rendered his King and 


Country, he proceeded thus: V 
We congratulate you on theſe your proſperous 
Succeſſes, proclaim theſe your Virtues, which we can- 


principally owing to our ſufering ſuch large Quantities of Corn 


to be tranſported abroad, when there ſeemed to be à Sort of 


Plenty. In ſhort, that Matter requires a very ſerious Attention, 
ſeeing we have no publick Storehouſes in Britain, as they have in 


many Countries abroad; and it appears by Holy Writ, that that 


was the Method taken by the Egyprians, thro' the Advice of Je- 
| ſeph, (who had been moſt unnaturally, tho' as the Event after- 


wards proved, fortunately, ſold by his envious Brethren to thoſe 


People) in reſpect to that of laying up Stores in the Time of Plen- 


| 9 and by that Means the Egyptians had it in their Power to ſupply 
5 


their Neighbours with Corn, when a Famine happened, or other- 
_ wiſe, in all Probability, the {/7ae/ites muſt have periſhed for 
WANT. „% ¾ a Wo; V . 
(e) There was an Attempt at that Time to incloſe the Fields 
round London, ſo as to hinder Perſons walking in them, which De- 
| ſign was defeated through the noble Spirit of our Anceſtors ; the 
 Vrility and Benefit whereof the People in and about London have 


the Pleaſure to enjoy even at this Day, and it is hoped they ever 


will. 


tions in the Life of Hqol/ey. 


(4)See the Copy of the Original, in Latin, in Fiddess Collec- 
"ra 
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not t paſs over in Silence, unleſs we ſhould be willing to 


be deemed the moſt ungrateful of all People, by not 
acknowledging the manifold Advantages reaped through 
you, moſt accompliſhed Prelate, by this Republic.“ — 


And then the Orator deſcends to particularize ſome of 
Molſey's Actions, Who procured ſuch a profound 
Tranquility to this Ifland; who delivered the Poor 
from the Powerful, the Needy from the Rich, the plain 


Dealers from the Law without Delay; who ordered 


the Towns ruined through the boundleſs Avarice of the 
Wicked to be rebuilt ; who had the Fields fertile in all 


Manner of Fruit reſtored to the Farmer ; who but 
your own moſt prudent Sublimity (e)?“ 
Now as to thoſe infamous Perſons called Regrators, 


they were looked on ſo injurious to the Public, that 
the. Wardmotes in the City of London, in former Ages, 
were particularly charged to preſent all Regrators, 


which included Foreſtallers of the Market, and who 


were therein deſcribed to be Perſons that bought Vic- 
tuals, Proviſions and Merchandizes at a low Price, on 
the Way as they were bringing to ſuch Markets, 


and afterwards felling the ſame at an exceſſive high 
e ieee, 
Ir is againſt the 88 21 of England to ſell 


Corn in Sheaves, before it is thraſhed, for by ſuch 


Sale the Market is foreſtalled; and he that buys 


| Things. in the Market before the accuſtomed | Hour, 


(e) To ſupport what the Doctor bad ſo beautifully urged, there 


are now preſerved in the State Paper Office a very great Collec- 
tion of Letters, beſides other Papers (that were ſeized when Wy 


was condemned in the infamous Cavſe called the Premunire) 


which were ſent to him from the moſt illuſtrious Perſonages in Fu- 
rope; and there are alſo upon Record, in the Univerſity of Oxford, 
many Addreſſes from that learned and grateful Body to him. In 


truth, theLetters, Addreſſes, and other authenticaied Papers, ſeem 


as if they were but one, in regard they ſo cloſely join in acknow- 
ledging, and that in the ſtrongeſt Terms, his great and maſteriy | 


Abilities, and what is ſtill more to his Honour, and Juſine's, and 
Rectitude of his Amiden 


C has 


10 

has been deemed a Foreſtaller, and it is highly crimt- 
nal for a Set of opulent Perſons to engroſs and get in- 
to their Hands Victuals, c. or Merchandizes, with 
an Intent to diſtreſs the Public, in which the Poor great - 
ly ſuffer, by raiſing the Price of thoſe Things to an 
exorbitant Height, hich has been deemed at common 
Law a Conſpiracy, and puniſhable in an exemplary 
Manner. 
When you have inſerted this, 1 ſhall afterwards 
ſend you other Letters, wherein I will endeavour 
to ſhew the Steps that have been taken ſince Henry the 
VIIIch's Time, by the Legiſlature, in order to put a 
Stop to the Evil now fo juſtly complained of; with 
ſome other Obſervations, which I hope will be uſeful 
to che Public. And am, Sir, 


Wur moſt humble Servant, 
Richmond, And conſtant Reader, 
20 Dec. 1757. J. G N 0 V E. 
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LETTER III. 


SIR, . 


HE Eacourging of abe, whilſt Woiſey 
reſided at the Head of public Aﬀairs, did great 
Honour to the Reign of Henry the VIIIth. but, after 
his Diſgrace and Death, Regrators, Foreſtallers and 
Ingroſſers, begun again to ſhew their Heads, and be- 
came at laſt ſuch dangerous Enemies to the Welfare of 
the People, that it cauſed the Parliament in the next 
Reign, to take the Laws then in Being, relating to theſe 
evil Doers, into their ſerious Conſideration, and which 
produced a very ſalutary Law under this Title (a), 
Who ſhall be adjudged a FoRESTALLER, Who a RRE 


| GRATOR, Who an INGROSSER (b), and the Puniſhment 
of them. 


(a) See the "REA 5 and 6 FUR? VI. Chap. 1 

(8) Let us ſee how the Learned define the Words Foreſtaller, 

Regrator, and Ingroſſer, ſeeing theſe Words at preſent ſeem to be 
very little underſtood. 

1. For8sTALLER is derived of two Saxon Words Far and Stall, 
Far ſignifying the mY or Paſſage, and Stall a Hindrance or 
Interruption. 3 It. 19 | 
22. RecRarToR, is 25 from the French Word Regratement, 
Hukſtery. Anciently the Ingroſſer and Regrator were compre- 
hended under the Word Fore/taller, (but you ſee they are re 8 

diſtinguiſhed by this Statute). 1514. 
3. InNGROSSER Ingroſſator) from the Word Great, or Whole, 
The Perſons are ſtiled at other Times, Merchants Groſſier, 
Merchants that ſelleth by the Great or Wholeſale. 


2 e "This, 
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The Reaſon for making that Law, the following 


Preamble ſhews : 


Albeit divers good Statutes heretofore have been made 


againſt Foreſtallers of Merchandize and Vietuals, yet 


for that good Laws and Statutes againſt Regrators and 


Ingroſſers of the ſame Things, have not been heretofore 


ſufficiently made and provided; and alſo for that it hath 


not been perfectly known what Perſon ſhall be taken for 


a Foreſtaller, Regrator, or Tagroſſer, the ſaid Statutes 


have not taken good Effect, according to the: Minds of 


the Makers thereof. —— 


« x. It is enacted, That whatſoever Perſon or per- 


ſons, that after the firſt Day of May then next enſuing, 
ſhall buy, or cauſe to be bought, any Merchandize, 


Victual, or other Things, coming by Land or by Wa- 
ter, towards any City, Port, Market or Fair, to be 
fold in the ſame, or coming from any Haven, Creek 


or Road of this Realm or Wales, from any Part be- 
| yond the Sea, to be ſold, or make any Bargain, Con- 

tract, or Promiſe, for the having or buying the ſame 
Victuals, or any Part thereof, ſo coming as aforeſaid, 
before the ſaid Merchandize, or other Things ſhall be 
in the Market, Fair, City, Port, Haven, Creek or 
Road, ready to be fold ; or ſhall make any Motion, 


by Word, Letter, or otherwiſe, to any Perſon or Per- 


Tons, for the Enhancing of the Price, or dearer ſellin 
any Thing or Things abovementioned, or elſe diſſuade, 
move, or ſtir any Perſon or Perſons, coming to Mar- 
ket or Fair, to obtain, or forbear to bring or convey. 

any of the Things above rehearſed to any Fair, Mar- 

| ket, City, Port, Haven, Creek, or Road, to be ſold 
as is aforeſaid, ſhall be deemed, raken and adjudged a a 
i (e). : 
« And that whatſoever Pei or Perſons, that 

** che faid firſt Day of May. ſhall by any Means, 


2 tas ro. Jac. 1.0 Car. 230 314. = 
* 2 | 8 regrate 


— 
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1 
regrate, obtain, or get into his or their Hands or Poſ- 
ſeſſion, in any Fair or r Market, any Corn, Wine, Fiſh, 
Butter, Cheeſe, Candles, Tallow, Sheep, Lambs, | 
Calves, Swine, Pigs, Geeſe, Capons, Hens, Chic- 
kens, Pigeons, Conies, or other dead Victuals what- 
ſoever, as mall be brought to any Fair or Market within 
this Realm or Wales to be ſold, and do ſell the ſame 
again in any Fair or Market, holden or kept in the 
ſame Place, or in any other Fair or Market within four 
Miles thereof, ſhall be accepted, reputed, and taken 
for a REGRATOR Or REGRATORS, 
3- ©** That whatſoever Perſon or Perſons, that after 

the ſaid firſt Day of May, ſhall engroſs or get into his 
or their Hands by Buying, Contracting, or Promiſe, 
taking other than by Demiſe, Grant, or Leaſe be 
Land or Tythes, any Corn growing in the Fields, 

any other Corn or Grain, Butter, Cheeſe, Fiſh, 65 


T 


any other dead Victuals whatſoever, within the Realm 5 
of England, te the Intent to fell the ſame again, ſhall 


be accepted, reputed, and taken as an unlawful IN- 
| GROSSER Or INGROSSERS. 


4. — Every Perſon that ſhall offend 2s above, being 
thereof duly convifed or attached, &c. ſhall ſuffer for 


the firſt Offence, two Months Impriſonment without 


Bail or Mainprize, and forfeit the Value of the Goods, 
Cattle, and Viftuals —— For the ſecond Offence ſball 


ſuffer ſix Months Impriſoument, and forfeit double the 


Value of the Goods, &c.—.— And for the third Of- 


fence, ſhall be ſet in the Pillory in the Place where he 
dwells, and forfeit all his Goods and Chattles that they 


Hare to their own Uſe, and Hall ve impriſoned auring | 
the lo þ s Pleaſure. 


The following are excepted out of this Act. 
© Thole who buy Barley, Bigge or Oacs (not fore- 


ſtalling) to conyert into Malt or Oatmeal in his own 
Houſe (4), or the Bu ying by wy F iſhmonger, Butcher, 


or 
(4) Perſons buying Seed Cora are Arens to ſell as 5 much Coru 


| of their own if they have it. 


Liye 


Y 


3 3 | 
or Poulterer, ſuch Things as concern their Trade, who 
ſhall ſell the ſame at reaſonable Prices by Retail, &c. 
or the taking any Cattle, Corn, Sc. reſerved upon 


any Leaſe, Sc. buying Wine or other dead Victuals, 
by Innholders or Victuallers, to ſell by Retail in his 
Houſe, or to his Neighbours, at reafonable Prices; | 
or the buying of any Corn, Fiſh, Butter, or Cheeſe, | 
by any Badger (e), Lader (f), Kidder (g), or Car- | ö 
rier (H), or any common Proviſion made by any Per- 5 | 
ſon, without Fraud, of the Things aboveſaid, for any 
City or Town Corporation, or for Proviſions for Vic- 
tualling of any Ship, Caſtle, or Fort, without Foreſtal- 


4 
\ \ 


Live Cattle are not to be ſold after purchaſed in leſs than five 
Weeks, under penalty of forfeiting dovble the Value of the Cattle. 
Corn may be tranſported from one Port to another, by Leave of 
three Juſtices of the Peace. | Ns | | ; 
| Drivers, under certain Reſtrictions in the Act, may buy Cattle 
to ſell. | | $ 33 
(e) Baager (from the French, Baggage, a Bundle, and thence is 
derived Bagagier, a Carrier of Goods)fignifies with us, one that buys 
Corn or Victuals in one Place, and carries them to another to ſell, 
is exempted in the above Statute, but they are to be licenſed by 
three Juſtices of the Peace. By the Statute 5 EIix c. 12. Badgers | 
are to be licenſed by the Juſtices in the Seſſions, whoſe Licence 
will be in force for one Year, and no longer ; and the Perſon to 
whom granted muſt enter into a Recognizance that they will not, 
by Colour of their Licences, do any Thing contrary to the Statute 
made againſt Foreſtallers, &c, If any Perſon act as a Badger with - 
out Licence, he is to forfeit 5 J. one Moiety to the King and the 
other to the Proſecutor, leviable by a Warrant from Juſtices of the 
NEAT ͤ Fe. | Re 
i (f) Ladder, or (g) Kidder, are thoſe that badge and carry dead 
| Victuals or other Merchandize, up and down to fell ſays the Stat. 
| 5 Elis. c. 12, FO „„ 1 5 
(+4) Carrier (Geſtator) is a Perſon that is alſo employed to carry 
Goods up and down for others for Hire. It has been held that 
neither Hop or Malt are within the Meaning of the Statute, nor 
. the buying the Corn to make Starch, and that to ſell is not within 
; | the Clauſe of the Statute ; and for the like Reaſon it ſeems, that 
| =O the buying of Corn to make Meal of it, or the buying of Barley 
: to make it into Malt, and then to ſell it, had no need of the Ex- 
| | ception made for it in the Statute, 1 Hawk. 237. | Py. 
No Information is good for any Offence againſt the Statute, if 
|. | the Quantity ingroſſed is not therein ſpecified. 1 Hawk. 238. 


ling, 
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ling, ſhall not be deemed or taken to be any Offence 
againſt the Act.“ 


Tre Act further directs, That all Ran for 
Offences againſt it, ſhall be tried at the Quarter Seſ- 
ſions ; and that Proſecutions for ſuch Offences ſhall be 


commenced in two Years after the Offence committed, 


otherwiſe it ſhall not take Place. That by the Statute 


5 Eliz, Chap. v. under this Title, Conſtitution for the 


Maintenance of the Navy, &c. there is a Clauſe 
wherein it is enacted, ©* That ſo much of the Act 


of 5 and 6 of Edward VI. ſhall be repealed, that re- 


late to the buying of Sea-Fiſh unſalted, or Mud-Fiſh, 


or any Wine, Oil, or Salt, to be taken and brou ght 
into Enghſh Subjects Ships, Crayers, or other Veiel, 
in any Port, Sc. in England, which were actually 
bought upon the Sea.“ 


By the Statute 13 Eliz. Chap. 25. That againſt 


Foreſtallers, &c. was made perpetual, but with this 
Proviſo, That that Statute is not meant to extend, or 
ſhall extend, to any Wines, Oils, Sugars, Spices, Cur- 


rants, nor other foreign Viftuals, brought or to be 
brought into this Realm from beyond Sea, Fi 6 and Salt 


-only excepted. 


ALTHOUGH Fiſhmongers be not within the Statute 


of Ingroſſing, if they buy only Things belonging to 


their Trade, yet if they regrate and {ell at an unrea- 


ſonable Price, they are expreſly in it. Cro. Car. 22 


IT was reſolved in the Exchequer, that Salt was a 


Vidtual, and the buying and ſelling thereof was within 
the Statute— but that Apples and Fruit were not within 


the Act. Cro. Car. 168. | 
Taz Publick ſees with Pleaſure, the noble 4 FE 


grand Reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons in /re- 
land, n ſuch Practices (i) as the above Acts have 


provided 0 


(i) The Hon. Houſe of Commons have come to the following © 


| Reſolutions : 


Roſobved, Nem. Con. That the exorbitant Price of Corn is oc- 
5 caſioned, 
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provided Remedies, in order to prevent the like in 
future Times. - And it is with the utmoſt Duty and 
Reſpe& ſubmitted to our Legiſlature, whether it is 
not neceſſary ſome new Law ſhould be made for the 
better explaining and enforcing the above ; ſeeing that 
of late Years certain Grievances have aroſe, and very 


juſtly complained of, by the Corporation of Warwick, 


and for ought appears there is no Law in Being, fo as 


to enable the Magiſtrates to check or put a Stop to 


Now as to the above Act of Parliament againſt 


Foreſtallers, Ic. many faithful Subjects think that the 


different Clauſes above rehearſed, ſhould be more fully 
known; and to make them ſo, they think it would be 
of Uſe, if they were ſent to every Market Town in 
England and Wales, with DireCtions to hang them up 
in the moſt conſpicuous Part of their Market-houſes, 
that Foreſtallers, Regrators and Engroſſers may ſee in 
What an infamous Light theſe Sort of Perſons were 


eſteemed 
cuaſioned, not by Scarcity, 6 | Foreſtalling, and 


Regrating thereof. 


eſokved, Nem Con That the Engroſſers, Foreſtallers, and 
Regrators of Corn, Grain, Flour and Meal, are moſt pernicious 
Enemies to the Society. 


| Reſatved, Nen. Con, That it is the indiſpenſible Duty of the 


Magiſt-ates, to put the Laws into Execution, with the utmoſt 
Rigour, againſt all ſuch Offenders. N 25 1 
Reſolved, Nem. Con, That any Magiſtrate who ſhall wilfully 


negle& his ſaid Duty, will incur the higheſt Diſpleaſure of this 
_ Houſe. . „ np . | 5 = 
Reſolved, Nem. Con. That an humble Addreſs be preſented to 


his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, that he will be pleaſed to iſſue a 


Proclamation, commanding the ſeveral Magiſtrates, to put the 


Laws in Execution, againſt Engroſſers, Foreſtallers, and Re- 


grators of Corn, Meal and Flour. 3 Yin 

Ordered, That the ſaid Addreſs be preſented to his Grace, by 
ſuch Members of this Houſe, as are of his Majeſty's moſt Hon. 

Privy Council. 3 | 3 | | 


Refolved, That this Houſe will To- morrow Morning, reſolve 


itſelf into a Committee of the whole Rouſe, to take into Con- 


fideration, the State of the Corn, Grain, Flour, Meal and Bread, 


in this Kingdom, and by what Means the preſent high Price 
thereof may be moſt properly reduced. 


s Iv 
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(17) 
eſteemed by our Anceſtors, and in the ſame Light 
they. are conſidered. at this Day, 1 4 

HowzvzR, I beg Leave to obſerve, that the chief 
Deſign of recommending the Clauſes of the A to be 
ſent to the reſpective Towns, is only with a View to 


yy the Magiſtrates and the ſubſtantial Inhabitants in 


Mind of ſeeing the Law enforced, where abſolute Ne- 


ceſſity required it—But not to encourage a Parcel of 


infamous common Informers to uſe them for their own 
unjuſt Advantages. he Fe. nave © many 
penal Laws buried (as one may fay) in our Statute 


Books, that if ſuch Abſtrafts are not at proper 


Times, by that or ſome other Means publiſhed, they 
will moſtly ſuffer the ſame Fate as has generally 
attended many good Edicts, (paſſed and publiſhed 
in a certain Empire) that is, they are no ſooner made 


than forgot, except where they are revived, to an- 


ſwer the ſordid Ends of particular Perſons, contrary 
to the real Intention of the Law- makers. 
D Sons other Matters have occurred, both in Re- 
ſpe& to the preſent State of the Law, and that of 


Huſbandry, which, if agreeable, I will immediately 
ſend after you have publiſhed this. And am, Sir, 


Your humble Servant, 


Richmond, And conſtant Reader, | 
Jan. 10, 1758, 3 
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FT HERE is not any Country in Europe whoſe 
Conſtitution is better calculated for the Liberty 
of the Subject than that of Great Britain: Yet it is 
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certain, that our Laws are ſo voluminous, that three 


Men cannot carry them.—Nay, it is well known; that 


one laborious Gentleman * ſpent near FIFTY YEARS in 
making a grand Abridgment of the Law Caſes, and 


Publiſhed above twenty Volumes in Folio—Still ſuch 
was his arduous Taſk, that he died before the Com- 
pletion of his Work. Since his Death the Re- 
mainder has been uſhered into the World, by the 
Means of a very learned Body (x), and make compleat 
23 Volumes. I have heard it alſo averred upon a certain 
Occaſion, that if a Man had in his Cuſtody all the 
Acts, Law-Caſes, and other Matters that have been 
paaſſed and wrote relative to the Law, and they were 
placed in a Waggon, five able Horſes could not draw 
them; and it is againſt one of our Statute Laws to 
add a Sixth, unleſs the Waggon has broad Wheels. — 
| Nevertheleſs we are bound, as becomes good Subjects, 
to pay Obedience to the Laws, let them be 
ever ſo prolix, and to endeavour to underſtand 
them as far as we are able. f 
As we are ſpeaking of the Law, it puts me in 
Mind of what our own, as well as foreign Gazettes, 
have proclaimed, in relation to ſeveral noble Acts 
which the moſt illuſtrious King of Pruſſia has per- 


* Mr. Four. (x) The Univerſity of ; Oxford. 


formed 


(19) 
formed for the good of his People ; two of which 1 
ſhall here mention. 
3 5. His Majeſty has cauſed to be collected all his 
; | ſcattered Laws, and taken them into his ſerious Con- 
fideration, and, after the Example of the immortal 
Jvsrixiax, reduced thoſe Laws into a new and con- 


| ciſe Code, which is extremely valuable, ſeeing that all 


Affairs reſpecting Property, and the Adminiſtration of 

J uſtice, are now very quick and eaſily determined. —, 
The Plant becomes a Tree. 

| 24d. Tax King has introduced into his Army a 

new military Exerciſe, which has been found, from 


4 5 Experience, in ſeveral late Battles, to be very uſeful, 


and is ſo much approved of here, that our Troops are 

learning that Diſcipline. 

Ir has been remarked of late Yours that a Parcel 

of Youths have been received into ſeveral Offices to 
the Prejudice of old, brave and experienced Men, who 

are too often leſt without Employ : And as we fo 

much approve of the Pruſſian Exerciſe, ſome Well- 

| wiſhers to the Welfare of their Fellow-ſubje&s think 
the Pruſſian Laws might alſo be equally uſeful, if they 

were known here; and to make them fo, they belles | 

it would be highly commendable in our Governors if 

they would be ſo good as to ſend ſome of theſe Youths, 

at the public Expence, to ſtudy thoſe Laws, and learn 

the Manner of conducting the Proceedings in their 

; Courts of Juſtice : And thar during their Abſence it is 

moſt humbly preſumed their Places will be extremely 

well ſupplied by ſome of the Gentlemen above ſpoken = 
of, and by that Means they may all become very uſeful. 
to their Country. . 

Ido Epo it is ſaid the Pruſſian Laws's are o plain, that - 

they are eaſily learnt: Then of Courſe, ſuppoſing they 

are Youths of quick and lively Abilities, their ſtay 

. Abroad will be N ſhort. Upon their Return they 


D 2 n will 


2 


. A en re 7 7 


n —— — 4s 


2 mY — E 4%, 1 * 
r ̃ . · ˙⅛¾m —E—Ff ni 
„ SITS as N 150 * : 6 6-0 4% 


ä — * * 7 * 
.. W So Fees. rs. 196: 
— — 2 


P 


"um 25 e 


Fe 
» + OSA PII Pe 


Ie what is ſo much wiſhed 


(20) 


will be able to report to our a eee of 


the Pruſſian Laws, which no doubt, if practicable, 
will be ingrafted into the Exgliſb. Should that be the 


Caſe, they will be ſure to be jointly employed with 
ſome Adepts in our Laws, and paid for their 


Trouble, (during the Receſs) to reduce thoſe 


now in Being relating to Treaſon, Felony, Debts, 


Bankruptcies, Treſpaſſes, the Poor, and all other ma- 
terial Matters, into ſeparate Bills; which when done, 


and paſſed into different Acts of Parliament, and that 


in as conciſe a Manner as the Pruſian Laws are, it 


certainly will be of infinite Advantage to the Public; 


and then a Man may hope, after he has ſerved a few 


Years Clerkſhip, to be properly qualified to practice, 


and conduct Cauſes with the ſame Celerity and Pre- 


ciſion, as the preſent Pruſſian Lawyers are ſaid to 
do. For at preſent, I have heard it aſſerted, that ſome 
have ſpent many Years, in only endeavouring to at- 
tain a competent Knowledge of the ſeveral Caſes ſtated 


in the Reports (as they are ſtiled) wrote by two 
celebrated Lawyers in a certain Iſadd. RR 


* 


are accompliſhed, our Countrymen ſo skilled in the 


Pruſſian Laws will deſerve to be farther rewarded 1 
and, in Truth, every faithful Subject will rejoice to ſee 

them properly provided for in the public Offices.— 
Whereas it is now unknown what theſe young Gentle- 
men have done for the Benefit of the Nation, to entitle 
them to the Favours that have been ſo plentifully 


heaped on them, to the Prejudice of thoſe who are 


well known to have deſerved well, and yet left deſti- 
tute of any Employ.—lIt is an old and a true ſaying, 
That the brave and experienced Elders ought to be firſt 
preferred, and that a Man ſhould ſtay his Time, ho- 
TM 8 cover 


| ied for by ſome 
ſhould take Place in England, a Man might reaſonably 
expect, one Time or other, to be able to carry his 
Law-books under his Arm: And when theſe Matters 


| Britain. * 


ever that ſaying may be forgot by ſome in Great 


Bur to return, and add ſomewhat farther as to 
what I have ſaid in my three former Letters, rela- 
ting to Husbandry, I would by no Means be under- 
ſtood that in ſpeaking of Foreſtallers, &c. that any 


blame ought in particular to be imputed to Farmers 


and Occupiers of Land; for the real Husbandmen are 
as uſeful and valuable a Body as any in the Nation ; 


and it cannot be denied, that through their Care, In- 


duſtry, and Pains, they have reduced within theſe Fifty 


Years many Thouſands of Acres of Land to Tillage, 


that before lay Waſte, or were under Water; and it 
may with Trath be affirmed, that no Lands in Europe 
are in general ſo'well cultivated and improved, as thoſe 
in England, owing entirely to the Diligence of our 


Farmers. And in Fact it may be properly ſaid, that 
they earn their Bread by the Sweat of their Brows; and 
I believe we may Challenge any Nation in Chriſtendom 

to produce a Set of more brave, ſtout, and ſociable 


Men than our Fariners and Husbandmen moſtly are. 


The Truth of theſe Particulars are well known to thoſe 
who have been Abroad, and have uſed the Markets 
and Fairs at Home: As to thoſe who raiſe Objections 


and Cavils againſt Farmers, they are- ſuch as know 


nothing of the real Worth of thoſe uſeful Men, and 
_ conſequently it would be Lofs of Time to enter into any 
Diſputes with them (5). on 


And this I have alſo to obſerve, that the Chineſe are 


fo ſenſible of the Benefit that accrues to their Country 
from Husbandry, that they rank the Husbandmen 
above Mechanics or Merchants, and have granted them 

ſeveral very great Privileges, and even conſider them 


) Several Hanwerians and Heſſians, whilſt in England, often 
declared, that they never ſaw a mote compleat Set of Men than 
our Farmers were in general—nor Lands better cultivated and 
improved, . ES | 8 
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Sk 
as the ah uſeful Men in the State ; and for that Rea” 
ſon it has been the chiefeſt Aim of their Government to 


promote Husbandry, which they have done to fo great 
a Degree, as to inſtitute a Feſtival in Honour of it, 
which is yearly celebrated with great Pomp and Cere- 


mony, and even the Emperor himſelf condeſcends at 
a certain Time in the Year to ſtoop to guide the Plough ; 


and this he does in Honour to one af his Anceſtors, 
who was fo attentive to the Welfare of his People, that 
| perceiving his Country was near ruined, through an 


inteſtine War, this good Prince, after it was over, 
to engage his Subjects to cultivate their Land, was fo 


humane, that he even converted his Fields belonging to 
his Palace into Tillage, and by ſetting the Example, it 
obliged all his Courtiers to do the like by their Fields 
adjoining to their Country Seats z and to prevent Dif- 


putes among Husbandmen, he cauſed Land-marks to 


be fixed where they were neceſſary. 


Tur common Opinion, according to the Miſtiona- 


ries, is, that Husbandry was invented and taught by 
. SHINNONG, (c) whoſe Name at this Day is highly 


reverenced in China ;—and ſuch is the particular Re- 


gard that the Emperor ſhews as to the Preſer- 
vation and Increaſe of Tillage, that when the Deputies | 
arrive from the Governors of the different Provinces in 
the Summer, he firſt makes a ſtrict Enquiry into the 
State and Condition of the Corn then growing in the 
different Provinces of his Empire; 0 d) and it is ac- 
counted | 


(<) Which Squikies the celeflial "ON 


(4) Many have thought it would be of Service to the Nation | 
in general, if proper Perſons were ordered throughout the different 
Counties in Britain, at a ſeaſonable Time in the Year, to tranf- 
mit tothe Lords of his Majeſty's Moſt Honourable Privy Council, 
the Number of Acres of Land in each Diſtrict that were re- 


ſpeQively ſown with Grain, diſtinguiſhing what Sort of Grain each 
Acre was ſown with, and the State and Condition the Corn then 
appeared i in; and alſo the Number of Acres of Paſture Land, and 


ſome 
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the Remainder of the Ycar, to ſuffer Imports or Exports o 
let the then Price be what it will; and which might in future 


( 23) 


by his whole Court. „ 
The Emperor, to ſhew his uncommon Regard for 


Husbandmen, and to encourage them in their Labour, 


— — aa St 168 2 


counted a very great Bleſſing when ſeaſonable Showers 
fall, and upon which the Emperor is complimented 


orders the Governors of the Cities to make a particular 


Enquiry in their reſpettive Diſtricts after the Perſon 


who is the moſt remarkable for his Application to Huſ- 


bandry, and has withal an unblemiſhed Character, 
Upon the Report of the Governor the Emperor enno- 


bles the diligent Husbandman, and ſends him Patents 
_ accordingly ; which Diſtinction enables him zo wear a 


xoble Veſtment, to viſit the Governor of the City, to fit 


afterwards particularly reſpected by the whole Country 
the Remainder of bis Life—and at his Death his fu- 


neral Objequies are performed ſuitable to his Degree, 


in bis Preſence, and drink Tea with him; and be is 


and his Title is wrote in the Hall of his Anceſtors. — 


Such honourable Treatment muſt naturally excite 
among Husbandmen a particular Emulation to excel 
each other in their Profeſſion. I am, Sir, 


Richmond, © Your conſtant Reader, : 
And humble Servant, 
GROVE. 


Pi. S. A French Author makes Virgil relate ſome 


as concerns his Original, and of his being em- 


 ployed as a Superviſor of the Corn that was ſent from 


Public from theſe Reports is very obvious, ſeeing that ſome Judg- 


- Particulars of his Life to a noble Lord, that Part 


ſome Account of Waſtes, Cc. not forgetting the State and Con- 985 
dition of the Cattle in general. The Uſe that might accrue to tha 


ment might be formed from thence, whether it would be 1590 | 


Corn, 


Times prevent the preſent Evils, and what Sir Edward Guldeford, 


mantions to have happened in the Reign of Henry the Eighth, 


* re 
IS 


(24) 
Scily, to ſupply Rome, and Virgil's Explanation of the 
Word Fortune, I ſhall here introduce. - 


An illuſtrious Deſcent, ſaid he, is a Gift of Fortune; 


which entails no hereditafy Glory upon the Receivers; 


it coſts them neither Study nor Labour, and it is ſo far 


from deſerving the Title of Merit, that it is oftentimes 


an Obſtacle to the Acquiring it: But yet, my Lord, it 


ought to be confeſt, that though it be not the Reward, 

it is the Luſtre of Virtue, and that iliuſtrious Qualities 
ſhine not in their native Splendor and Orb, but 1 in a 
Subject of an illuſtrious Title. 


J labour'd a long Time under this Injuſtice of Fate, 
and it was that which caus'd me to take my Leave of 
my Country, more than the flaming Ruins of delightful 


Mantua. Its Deſtruftion, deſtroy'd none of my 
Riches, nor my Dignities: My Loſſes by the Fire were 


not ſo great, but that a ſmall Cot was able to repair 
them: But the Obſcurity of my Birth, eclips'd all 


the Luſtre of my Talents; and as I valued myſelf 


more upon the Nobleneſs of my Deſerts, than of my 
Deſcent, I was very willing to exchange my native Air 
for any other, where my Perſon might be better 


known, than my Extraction. 


I ou know, my Lord, how this Deſign ſucceeded ; 
1 was favour'd by Mecænas, and preſented by him to 
the Emperor; and within a ſhort Time, obtain'd the 


Place of Superviſor, for the Tranſportation of Wheat, 


and all other Grain, wherewith the Iſle of Sicily ſup- 
_ plies Rome. I was ambitious to ſhew myſelf worthy 
of the Employ I was honour'd with; and I not only 
dedicated all my Cares and Diligence to advance the 
fruitful Harveſts of every Seaſon, but likewiſe to im- 
prove them to an Advantage, that Iſland had never 
before been ſenſible of. I taught the Inhabitants a new, 
and more beneficial Way of Tillage; 1 gave them 
many wholeſome 8 for a Increaſe of the 


Health and F ruitfulneſs of their Cattle: This Method, 
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which no Man had taught, or praftis'd before me in 
that Place, render'd me familiar and in high Efteem 


_ with Perſons of that Calling. They would come and 


conſult me upon all their Affairs, and I have a Thou- 
ſand Times admir'd, to ſee what Pleaſure Nature takes 


to repair in them by Ingenuity and Induſtry, the in- 
Juſtice Fortune has done them by a blind Partiality. 


My Lord, ſays an old Man, in whoſe innocent Con- 
verſe I took great Delight, one Day to me, What is 


this Fortune, of which I have heard you Diſcourſe ſo 
often; you call Her ſometimes unjuſt and capricious, 
and at other Times you reverence her, as a Goddels ; 
and, in effect, you have inroll'd Her in the Catalogue 

of your Deities, and dedicated Temples to Her in 
| Rome? Tell me, I pray you, what Authority has She 
over Mortals ? Does She ſend them into the World? 
Can She take them out of it? Or maintain them in 
Health in it? She does not do any Thing of all this 
ſaid I, She cannot deſtroy the World, but She fur- 
| niſhes it with Things, without which it would 


be leſs to be deſired than Death itſelf : But replied the 
old Man, She has furniſhed me with not any of the 
Things you ſpeak of, my Labour is the only 
Benefit, I ſubſiſt by, which is ſcarce able to feed 
and cloath me, and yet I live contented. —If you live 
contented ſaid I, you are one of Fortune's Favourites, 
and She has given you all that She can give you.—1 
am glad ſays the old Man, I have learned fo excellent a 


Leſſon To-day, I ſhall remember it when I hear others 
complain, and I ſhall not fail to tell them, that they 
| ought to attribute to chemſelves, not to Fortune, the 
Diſſatisfaction they find in cheir Condition. 


E e 
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LETTHKEY. 


No Man ever was a Loſer by a good Work, for the 


he be not preſently rewarded, yet in Traft of Time 
\ ſome happy Emergency or other ariſes to convince 


bim that virtuous and kind Men are the Darling of 


Providence. 


Avon v. 
SIR, ht 


H E kind Reception my former Letters have 


met with, encourages me to enlarge on what 4 


have laid before the Public, : ©. 
The laudable Behaviour of the Chineſe to tho Huf. 


baindmen I have ſpoke to already.—It is obvious, the 


Cultivation of Land is the principal Labour of Man ; 
and the more the Climate inclines Men to ſhun their 
Labour, the more the Religion and Laws of a Country 
ought to excite them to it The ancient Perſian 


Kings deſcended, as one might ſay, from the Throne 


on the eighth Day/of the Month calledChorrem Ruz, to 
eat with the Husbandmen; but what is ſurpriſing, the 
_ Greeks, ſo famed in Hiſtory for Learning, were 
charged with having generally deſpiſed them. Never- 


theleſs, ſo ſenſible, were the Indian Kings of the Ad- 


vantage that accrued to their Countries from Agricu- 


ture, that they, after the Example of the Emperors of 
China, often employed themſelves in Tilling their 


Lands. Nor are the Turks, even at this Day, leſs at- 
tentive to that grand Point, ——Thelſe Encou ragements 
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have greatly animated the People of thoſe Nations 


to uſe their utmoſt Induſtry to raiſe Corn, in order to 
make Bread, which is moſt properly called the 54 of 


Agriculture provides not only Wealrh to a Kingdom, 


but Hands both able and willing to defend it; and 
perhaps is the beſt Nurſery for Soldiery in the World. 


In Truth, Agriculture began with it, and was the 
principal Employment of the firſt Inhabitants; and it 


may be juſtly ſaid, ſhe was the Parent of all Sciences 


and Arts, howſoever they have ſince carried their 
Heads far above ner. WINE, : 
I ſhould do great Injuſtice to Britain, if I omitted to 


relate that Tillage is fo highly regarded by our Laws, 


that Arable Land is preferred to Meadow, Paſture, 
and other Grounds ; and ſo careful as the Law to pre- 
ſerve Tillage, that a Bond with Condition. to reſtrain 


that and plowing, Sc. is void 2 See Coke Rep. P. 38) 


and what is very remarkable, as the Legiſlature ſaw in 


the laſt Century, that the natural Inclination of the 
People was to that improving ſo valuable Science as 


Agriculture, (for ſo I ſtile it) that it induced them 
to repeal the Compulſary Laws made to enforce Til- 


lage, and in lieu of them paſſed a particular Act 


(15 Car. II. Cap. 8.) to further promote it, under 


the Title of Trade Increaſe, The Preamble to it, 
which ſpeaks their noble Sentiments, follows : Z 


“ Foraſmuch as the Tillage ought to be in an 
eſpecial Manner regarded and endeavoured, and the 


ſureſt and effectualleſt Means of providing any Trade, 
Occupation or Myſtery, being, by rendering it profita- 
ble to the Uſers thereof; and great Quantitics of Land 
in this Realm lying in a Manner Waſte, and yielding 
little, which might thereby be improved to conſider 


ble Profit and Advantage (if ſufficient E. 
was given for the laying out Coſt an! 
fame) and thereby muci more 

* e f 


& BÞ 


Numbers of People, Horſes and Cattle employed, and 


other Lands rendered more valuable,” Be it enacted, 


Sc. ( a) 


It is very true, the Soil in England has a long Courſe 


of Time, often produced much more Corn than was 
neceſſary for the Maintenance of the People; which | 


cauſed he Parliament at firſt to grant Liberty to ex- 


port Corn abroad on particular Occafions, and under 
certain Reflections. The earlieſt Acts that now ſtand | 


in our Statute Books are as follows, 


x and 2. Phil. and M. Wheat was re- I. 5s, d. 
ſtrained from being gr ndags if it fold 

for more than 0 v- 
5. Eliz. If it fold for more thin „ 

1 Fac. I. If it fold for more ta- 1 6 
21. Jac. I. If it fold for more than - 1 12 

3. Car. I. If it fold for more than - - 1 12 
12. Car, II. If it fold for more chan - 4.0: 


for each Quarter; and ſo in like Manner certain Rates 
and Prices were fixed upon each Quarter of the other 


Grain that was ſuffered to be exported; and by the 
four laſt Acts of Parliament, particular Duties were 
laid upon thoſe Commodies when they were ſuffered to 


be exported ; but thoſe Acts at this Time are looked 
upon in a Manner obſolete, and therefore ſome have 


thought not worth abridging. 


Corn was (aſter the 12. Car. II. ) confideret by the : 
Legiſlature in another Light; and therefore it may 
now be properly placed under the Article Trade. 
135 Car. II. Cap. 8. Wheat was permitted as Mer- 
chandize to be exported, if the Price for each Quarter, 


- "76 a) As there are prodigious 8 of waſte Land i in Ireland | 
uncu tivated, it is ſurpriſing to many, confidering the truly patriot 
Spirit of the preſent Parliament there, that ſome Act is not paſſed, 


to encourage age, the cultivating thoſe Lands, by reducing 
many Parts o 5 


them to Tallage. 


„ 


Wincheſter 


" 


— 


- * 
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Wincheſter Meaſure (b), did not exceed 2 J. 85. and 
at the ſame Time the other Grain were alſo permitted 
to be exported upon the Terms in the Act. 5 
This Act gives Permiſſion to import foreign Corn, 
if Wheat did not ſell for more than what is before-men- 


tioned ; but its ſubject to pay a Duty of 35. 4 d. for 
each Quarter, and alſo a certain Duty for foreign Grain 


that were permitted to be imported, | _ 
This Act alſo gave Permiſſion to all Perſons to pur- 


chaſe in open Market what Corn they pleaſed, (when 
the Corn bore the different Prices in the AR) and the 


Purchaſers had free Liberty to ſtore it up, ſell it again, 


or export the ſame at their Pleaſure (c). © 
22 Car. II. Cap. 23. enacts, that it ſhall be lawful. 
for Natives or Foreigners to export Corn as Merchan- 
dixe, although the Prices exceed what is ſet by the Act, 


(15. Car. II.) fo as it does not exceed 27. 13 5. for 


Wheat, upon paying a Duty of 16 5. for each Quarter; 


and in this Act the like Permiſſion is given to export 


the other Grains, Cc. upon the Terms therein men- 
tioned. e e 


(5) By the Statute of Henry VII. both the Weights and Mea- 


| ſures were directed to be kept to one Standard throughout Eng- 


land. What a Pity it is the ſame is not now ſettled and regulated! 


In ſhort, if it was once accompliſhed it would be of infinite Ser- 
vice, by putting an End to many Complaints, and thereby pre- 
vent for the future much Trouble and Confuſion, which at preſent 


too frequently happens. 
(c) Quere, Whether it would not have been of Uſe, if there 


Au. 


This 


C39 

This Act further permits Grain to be exported, pro- 
vided W heat does not ſell for more than 4 J. for each 
Quarter, upon paying 8 s. per Quarter Duty. And 
it is likewiſe enacted, that if Corn ſhall ſell for more 
than what is ſpecified in this Act, yet Perſons had Li- 
berty to export it, upon paying the Duty impoſed be- 
fore the making this Statute, and it was thereby di- 
rected, that each Quarter ſhould contain Eight Buſhels, 
and each Buſbel contain Eight Gallons (d). This Act 
was made perpetual by the 23d of George II. Chap 7. 
After making the above Laws it is plain there was a 
great deal of foreign Corn imported, and that made it 
neceſſary to paſs an Act on that Head. 

1 Fac. II. Cap. 19. this was principally deſigned 
more particularly to aſcertain the Price of foreign Corn: 
For that End a Power was veſted in the Juſtices at 
the Quarter Seſſions, after Michaelmas and Eaſter 
yearly, to enquire, as to the Price of our Corn, by 
the Oaths of ſubſtantial Perſons of Eſtates, not con- 
cerned in the Importation of the Corn, after which to 
ſet the Prices, and cauſe what was done to be reduced 

into Writing, and that the ſame ſhould be hung up in 

_ a Cuſtom-houſe where the Corn was landed. And the 
Act alſo directs, that the Duty ſhould be paid ASUS 
to what was contained in the Certificates. 

This Act alſo ſettles the Method chat ſhall be pur- 
ſued when foreign Corn was landed in the Port of Lon- 
don. — But it expreſsly forbids that any Cornchandler, 
Mealman, Factor (e), Merchant, or any other that 
Hall be intereſted in ſuch Corn, from being any Way 
concerned 1 in ſettling the Prices thereof, 


(aq) Here the Meaſare was fixed at one Gallon leſs than the 
the Wincheſter, which is nine Gallons. | 
(e) Cornchandlers, Mealmen and Factors. 1 do not find their 
Names mentioned before in the preceding Acts of Parliament. 
Since they are known to our Laws in Reſpect to the Corn Trade, 
why ſhould they not be related and ſworn, in ſome ſuch or the 
Uke Manner a as the Brokers are in the City of 2 e : 
1 


* 


| 1 
In the next Reign Corn became ſo Plenty, that the 
Legiſlature thought proper to take the Duties off upon 
exporting it; and further to encourage 1 illage, Trade, 
and the Landed intereſt, they even allowed a Bounty 
upon Corn being exported. h 
I Nil. and M. cap. 12. was made to regulate the 
Corn Trade, and when it bore certain Prices, in the 
Act not only Permiſſion was given to export that Com- 
modity, but a Bounty was allowed upon the Exporta- 
tion; which was then of great Uſe to the Kingdom. 
Before the Parliament was prorogued they paſſed ano- 
ther Act, Cap. 24. In this they further regulated 
many Matters in Reſpect to the Corn; which ſhews 
how attentive they were to encourage ſo valuable a 
Branch of Trade. Sl N 
11 and 12 of Vil. III. It was enacted, that all 
Duties paid upon Exportation of Corn, Cc. ſhal! 
ceaſe. 0 nb.» - 
12 and 13 of Wil. III. States how the Bounty 
ſhould be paid upon the Exportation of Corn, in Caſe 
the Collector, who had been directed to pay it, ſhould 
not have ſufficient in his Hands for that Purpoſe. 
3 Ann. Cap. 18. allows a Bounty upon Exportation 
©, ]71 N 


Y What tht Monitor mentions, inferted in your Paper the 21ſt 
of January laſt, relatiug to the Act: paſſed in the Reign of Queen 
_ Elizabeth, King Charles II. King William and Queen Mary, and 
Queen Ann, that they were built upon the Statute againſt Fore- 
ſtallers, is a Miſtake : for they are of quite a different Nature 
from that of the 5 and 6 of Edward VI. It is remarkable, that 
there was from Great Britain a very great Exportation of Corn 
during the Years 1732, 1733, and 1734, inſomuch that the 
Bounty paid upon the Exportation of it amounted to ſome Hun- 
dred Thouſand Pounds, and that even in one Year there was ex- 
ported above Eight Hundred Thouſ-nd Quarters of Corn and 
Grain Abroad; and it has been confidently affirmed, that if it had 
not been for theſe Exportations ſome Countries muſt have been 
almoſt ſtarved. It will poſſibly be uſeleſs at preſent to relate, how 
ungrateful one Nation in particular afferwards treated the Bri-//: 
Merchants, when they found they could get a Supply elſe where, 
and cherer Mall ſay nothing further on that Head. 
— er eee 2 Ceerk⸗ 
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2 George, Cap. 1 18. directs, that if the Juſtices 
ſhould negle& to have the Prices fixed upon the Im- 


| Portation of foreign Corn, then the Collector was there- 


by impowered to get it done, and to take the Duty 


according to the Admeaſurement by a Wincheſter 


 Buſhel. 


5 George II. directs the Juſtices to charge the grand 


Jury at the Quarter Seſſions, to preſent the Price of 
foreign Corn imported. 


11 George II. inflicts certain W upon thoſe 
who ſhall beat, Sc. or hinder any Perſon from buying 


Corn, 'or ſhall unlawfully ſtop any Waggon loaded 


with Corn ;—for the firſt Offence, to be impriſoned 
and publickly whipped ; for the ſecond, to be tranſ- 


ported, and if the Party returns before the Expiration. 


of the Time, then to ſuffer Death as a Felon. 


14 George II. directs that no Corn ſhall be exported 


| "unleſs Leave is given by the King's Proclamation. 


15 George II. another Ad to the ſame Purport 


paſſed. 


the 14th of December, 1758. 


31 George II. Corn was allowed to be exported from 
Southampton and Exeter to the Ile of Man.—This 


Act allows the Importation of foreign Corn from our 
Friends, Duty free, to the 14th of December, 1758; 
and it alſo allows the Exportation of Corn for the Sup- 
ply of Forces in the Britiſh Pay, but without any 


Bounty. 


Permit me to * ſhould all the Acts relating to the 
Corn Trade, be reduced into one, Whether it would 
not be better, aud more uſeful, eſpecially if it be done 
in a clear and conciſe Manner, fo that it may be gene- 


5 rally underſtood — Seeing the general Rule is not to 


receive 


Zo George I. prohibited the Exportation of Corn 
for a limitted Time, which has fince been enlarged to 


Twenty-one = 
(though God be praiſed we have nothing to 
fear at preſent,) there ſhould, by the Means of a cor- 
rupt Miniſtry, be placed a ſet of weak or wicked 


fl 


receive a Plea of Tenerance, for human Laws oblige 


all Men to ſubmſt to the Penalty annexed to the Tranſ- 
greſſion, though in reality they did not know there 
were any fuch Laws in Being; which if it was other- 
wiſe, thoſe Pleas would be continually offered by all 


* Offenders. 


I readily admit the Truth of what Mr. Cay alledges, 


That our noble Collection of Records are not to be 
equalled by any other Nation; but ſome ſay, that 


many of them are ſo ill digeſted and laid by, that 


when they are wanted a Man ſcarcely knows where to 
find them except he is of the Sociery of Antiquarians 


(Y. Beſides this good Reſult might follow the redu- 
cing theſe Laws (which are are no leſs than 
Suppoſing, in future Times, 


Judges in our Courti of Juſtice, would they not there- 


by be prevented from putting wrong or unjuſt Con- 
ſtructions on the old Statutes reſpecting the Corn, as 
they would then no longer exiſt. Something like this, 
the magnanimous and learned Civilian the King of 
Pruſſia, has taken Care to guard againſt, for the 


Benefit of his faithful Subjects, in his new Code. 
Should it be ſaid that this is not a Time (conſidering 
the State of Affairs Abroad) to hope any Attention 


will be paid to a Propoſal of this kind. Pray let me, 
with all ſubmiſſion, ſpeak—If I rightly remember, 


Biſhop Burnet, in the Hiſtory of his own Times, gives 
us to underſtand that the Nation, between the Years 
1692 and 1696, was more than once at the brink of 


Ruin, owing to its being encompaſſed with numberleſs 
Enemies both within and without Doors. What did 


a”? 


(% See the Royal Charter. | 


the Legiſlature do in thoſe Days? Why, to their im- 
mortal Honour, they ſettled ſeveral grand and in- 
tereſting Points that were then, and, I think, are now 
extremely uſeful; ſuch as the Coinage, making Pro- 
viſions to ſatisfy the public Debts, reſtoring its Credit, 
and eſtabliſhing the Bank that now makes ſo great a 
Figure in Europe : Nor did they forget to provide 
proper Funds to carry on the War. And to crown 
all, the Beginning of the Year 1697 Peace was at laſt 
concluded, though it held but a few Years, However, 
I dare ſay no one will deny that knows any Thing of 
Hiſtory, that the Face of Affairs afterwards bore a 
very different Aſpect the Remainder of the Reign of 
King William the Third. 
It is true, we are ed in a very expenſive War, 
and have been deſerted by ſome of our unnatural 
Allies. Still we have, through the Bleſſing of Hea- 
ven, the Pleaſure of enjoying Peace at Home; as this 
is our preſent Condition, and the People are truly ſen- 
ſible of the public Spirit and Zeal of the great Guar- 
dians of our Liberties (now aſſembled in Parliament) 
for the Welfare of their fellow Subjects Many of 
whom with all humility, moſt ardently Wiſh that our 
Auguſt Aſſembly will, at a convenient Time, take into 


their ſerious Conſideration the State of the Laws of 


this Kingdom, and appoint, at the public Expence * 
(during the Receſs) proper Perſons to reduce ſome of 
them under diſtinct Heads, in ſuch Manner as the 
_ Wiſdom of the Legiſlature ſhall judge expedient. — 
For I hope it will never be ſaid of this Nation, what 
has been of others, That they fave a liltle, and ſpend 
_ a Mickle. 
That great Lawyer my Lord Cote hints, that 
the Wiſe-headed and Expert would be well employed 


an aſſiſtipg to forward ſo beneficial a Work: Never- 


theleſs it is certain, good Builders carefully remove the 
_ Rubbiſh, and lee the Foundations are well laid, be- 
| fore 


(3s) 


fore they begin to raiſe the Structures; and when theſe 
Matters are effectually performed, and they receive the 
Sanction of Parliament, all grateful Subjects, in Re- 
turn for ſo glorious a Regulation, will naturally ſay, 
in the Words of another great Lawyer ( Plowder 
Bleſſed be the reforming Hands. 
Still it muſt be acknowledged, in Honour to our 
Anceſtors, that ſome Steps were taken by them to 
clear Part of the Way ſo far, that they cauſed to be 
abrogated above one Hundred uſeleſs Statutes by three 
different Acts.“ | 
Hiſtory furniſhes us with Influnces of great Mini- 
ſters of State being very attentive to the Reformation 
of the Laws, where they have been thought neceſſary, 
though it has not always anſwered what might reaſon- 
ably have been expected from ſuch Attempts. 
I write not this, nor did I the former Letters, with 
a View to cenſure what has been ſolidly eſtabliſhed ; 
but only ſhortly rehearſe ſome Matters that have oc- 
_ curred; for I am truly convinced, that to propoſe and 
lay down the Manner of the A'terations, and the Me- 
thod of raiſing the Structures, belong to our Law- 
givers, and thoſe Sages that are learned in them. Vet 
I believe that no one will Diſpute the Truth of what 
Mr. Cay has aflerted, That the preſent Number of 
| Laws are attended with this inconvenience, that tbe 
| Knowledge of them is rendered leſs clear and certain : 
And this he was ſo ſenſible of, that in his laborious Pur- 
ſuit (abridging the Statutes) found himſelt obliged to 
own {though he was a very learned Lawyer) chat he 
could not certainly tell whether one particular Statute 
that now appears in the Books was repealed or not; 
and therefore he very wiſely placed a Qagainſt it.—So 
that as a learned Antiquarie well obſerves, That the 
Life and Strength of the Law, conſiſts not in heaping 
of infinite and Confuſed Numbers of Laws, but in the 


V Paſſed in the Reign of Queen abb, King Jones: T. 
and * Charles I. 


F 3 -: right 
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right Interpretation, and due Execution, of good and 
wholeſome Laws, 9 2155 
Some make light of and even deſpiſe thoſe engaged 


in Works of the above Nature, though they too often 


reap the Fruits thereof, —As a Memento to ſuch un- 
grateful Perſons, I ſhall conclude this Letter with an 
Extract from Lord Coke, who was an Honour and 
Ornament to his Country 5 
e Whilſt we were in Hand with theſe Inſtitutes, we 
| often having Occaſion to go into the City, and from 
thence into the Country, did in ſome Sort envy the 
honeſt Plowman and other Mechanicks; for the one, 
When he was at his Work, wonld merrily Sing, and 
the Plowman Whiſtle ſome ſelf-pleafing Tune; and 
yet their Work proceeded and ſucceeded ; but he that 
takes upon himſelf to write, doth captivate all the 
Faculties and Power both of his Mind and Body, and 
muſt be only intentive to that which he collecteth, with- 
out any Expreſſion of Joy and Chearfulneſs whilſt he 
bs in his Works.** I am, Sir, VVV 
Wur moſt bumble Servant, 
Richmond, And conſtant Reader, 


20 Feb. 1758. 8 Ne 
3 The late honeſt, worthy, and learned Mr. 


5 Serjeant Hawkins, ſpent the greateſt Part of his Life 


in collecting, compoſing, and digeſting ſeveral labo- 
rious Works, relating to the Law, which has been of 
great Service to the Public, and yet this very Gentle- 
man met with the hard Fate of receiving no Reward, 
for ſuch Services, and what was ſtill worſe, he was 
ſuffered to retreat diſregarded, and neglected, and at 
J . RT 
» From this Lord the Right Honourable the preſent Earl of 
| Leiceſter is deſcended, who is allowed to be a Nobleman of a fine 
Task, and a great Encourager of our own Artiſts, and is now. 
Building a grand Structure in Norfolk. ES LET 
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LETTER VI. 


S1R, 
Had ſome Thoughts of puſuing the Subject as to 
1 chat of enquiring into the Cauſe of the exceſſive 
Price of Meat, and to have looked into the Laws as 
they now ſtand, in Reſpe& to the Cattle, however 
for certain reaſons I ſhall now forbear ſpeaking to 
thoſe Matters, and ſhall content myſelf in laying 
before the Reader, a Paragraph I find in the News 
Papers, wrote by a Neighbour, 7: 
As the ſettling one Standard Meaſure for Corn, 
Sc. is now under Confideration, it is hoped the Legi- 
Nature will take into Conſideration (what affects the 
Poor almoſt equally with Bread) the Methods uſed in 
ſelling Beaſts and Sheep: Which at preſent is all done 
by Jobbers. For now, a Beaſt ſhall paſs thro? ſix or 
eight Hands from the Grazier, before it comes to the 
Market, each enhancing the Price; and many of theſe 
People near Town have 500 or 1000 Sheep at a Time, 
by which they only feed the Market, and keep Meat 
up at the preſent high Prices, when feeding upon Tur- 
nips is cheaper by far than it was before Chriſtmas. 
_ Formetly Grazierg and Farmers brought the Beaſts to 
Market, and Saleſmen diſpoſed of them; but now it 
is almoſt all done by Jobbers, even at Country Fairs. 
For theſe Jobbers run to every Farmer's Yard, all over 
the Kingdom, and buy up their Beaſts and Sheep, fat 
or lean, and then fell them out, in ſmall or large 
0 5 Quantities, 
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ſtalling, 


Beaſts than has been generally known at this Time of 


Year; yet the Jobbers and Managers of Cattle con- 
tinue to keep up the Price.“ 


As to the Queſtion, whether i will be of Kaen 
Meat, Tallow, Sc. as they are very properly under 
ing any Thing here relating thereto, not doubtin 


tereſting Matters, in a Manner as will be of real Ad- 
vantage to the Nation in general. [ am, Sir, 


Richmond, f Your 1 Servant, 
March 8, 1758. 


bg GROVE. 


Though the flor Lover wer wrote. by anther 


Hand, and bas already been inſerted in the Papers; 


pet as it is calculated for a very good Purpoſe, 
| 4 Hall make no Apology for reprinting it; and 
wiſh it may be publiſhed i. in all the Towns and Vil- 


lages 1 in England. 
Far the POOR of Ory Kajol 4x; 


T having been artfully inſinuated in two of the 
daily Papers, that as raw Hides and Calves Skins 
(though the Thiſtle is mumbled in Regard to Leather) 
are as cheap again as they have been; and from thence 
it is intended it ſhould be inferred, that there is no Ne- 
ceſſity for the allowing the Importation of them from 
Ireland: I have made ſome Enquiry into the Truth of 


the Affair, and find, that though Hides and Calves 


5 Skins are now cheap, the low Price has not ſubſiſted 
for | 


Quantities, as the Markets riſe. Sure this is Fore- 


Yeſterday's Market at Smithfield was fuller of 


tage or not, to ſuffer the Importation of Iriſp Catttle, 
the Conſideration of the Legiſture, I ſhall forbear ſay- 


but the Wiſdom of Parliament will determine ſuch in- 


Wh 


. 
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for more than two or three Months; that is, ſince the 
Meeting of the Parliament. * = heard ' of an 
attificial high Price being given for Corn, in order to 
raiſe the Price of Bread, and grind the Face of the 
Poor; and, I doubt not, but the Ingroſſers in the 
Leather Way underſtand their Buſineſs as well as they, 

and have it as much in their Power {to uſe their own 
b Phraſe) to throw down the Market, when it ſuits their 
4 Purpoſe, as in this Caſe it does doubly ; and an In- 
. groſſer always likes his Knife the better for having two 
Edges, and his Bread for being buttered on both Sides; 
and he can with as little Remorſe eat up half a ſcore 
Butchers for Breakfaſt, as the like Number of Shoe 
| makers, or the Poor that wear them, for Supper; and 
'\ {| » _ thould the Bill for allowing the Importation be defeated 
" M by this Artifice, we ſhall, after they have bought up 
2 all they can, ſoon hear of another Price, which we 
YH | ſhall be told, is occaſioned by the great Demand, 
though it wili have no other Foundation than their 
keeping their Orders back till all is over. As to the 
rgument, that the Importation of Cattle, Tallow, 
and Hides, will not only difable the Grazier from pay- 
3 ing his Rent, but ruin his Family, it is a known Truth, 
that they lived as comfortably when Mutton was 
at T wo-pence Half-penny a Pound, * as the Farmer 
Al did when Corn was at three Shillings or three Shillings 
. Þ and Six-pence the Buſhel ; + and, indeed, in general, 
neither Farmer, nor Grazier, are much benefitted by 
a Riſe, as the Ingroſſers know their Trade too well to 
* raiſe the Price before they have bought moſt of them 
0 out. The relieving the Diſtreſſes of the Poor (and by 
a the Way, the middling People are not a little pinched 


| f Conſidering the great Expenee of Labour, many conſiderate 
| Perſons think if Wheat was not more, nor leſs than 5 8. for each 
Buſhel, the Farmer might live, and the People would not com- 


| plain. + | 
| 5 * 1 Fe 
a? 2, A.. 
* 


This is Truth no Body can deny. 


— v=o, 


\ 


75 — ö . , ; 1 1 X ts | | - 
| T . 5 Al , KA Ha ea, gu cite d 
N F 14 
| 7 | 25 3 
7 r, Kc. 47 ho . 7 CH PH Aha 1 + | 
3 


ee 


* 3 * 


! 
| 


re 


by 4 4 - 8 _ N 
—— 4" b& p 
FX © > 
2 * 
1 * oO 
7 5 7 
_ ” 
A 
Is y l 
L - + Fl * yo 
- ö . 
4 - 5 
4 yy | 
4 A. 4 4 5 F 
$3 oi BY 
a a — 4 N 
aq SY 7 
p . * . * 
9 * f 
. þ 
ky — 4 
3 * . 
1 Ar 
| * 1 
p # 4 
1 
* 
5 N 
Y g 
9 
7 
* 
4 
1 - 
RS - 
* 
* 
1 
7 
. 
F- 
* 
5 
4 * 
& 
: 
# 
* 
71 
1 
Mg * 
8 
Rox 
* 
r 
x » 
N. 
* 
46 
7 „ 
* 
8 £* 
ky . 
3% 
Wt 
% 
« 
"26 
2; 
« 
' F: 
9 
1 
353 
7 - 
: © 
* 
* 
E >» 
* 
2 2 
ö 1 
+ » 
117 
= I> 
4 1 
195 
1% 
1 
c "lb 
> A 
VI: 4 
* Wt 
— 
x 10 £ 
F q 
\ = 2 ” 
- 4 o 
7 
. 
o * 
N [2 25 
. 
N 
k E®. - 
3. 
oy L 
E: o 
* 
„ : 0 
＋ *. 
\ , 
. 
%. | 
3 * . 
' 
5 
"— 
r 
Ts 
Gf 
2 
N. 
2? 
* 0 
15 
ve o 0 a 
p- 
1 5 
3 
8. 
= 5 
4 
% 
A 
7 
* 
& 
8 
1 
L 
£ 
* 
7 
YL 
0 
o 
\ : 
* "; 
= © 
1 
<= BY 
1 - 
8 
* 


(49) 
by the high Price of the Neceſſaries of Life) is well 
worthy the Attention of the Legiſlature ; but t here is 
another very cogent Reaſon for their allowing the Im- 
portation of the above Articles from Ireland ; that is, 
if we do not take them from them ourſelves, our here- 
ditary Enemies, the French, (by the Help of neutral 
Bottoms) will, and I have heard it aſſerted by People 
of very good Underſtanding, that they can neither 
Victual a Fleet, nor their Settlements in the Veſt- Indies 
ſubſiſt, without the Iriſb Proviſions 3 and I know no 
Method ſo effectual to prevent them from having them 
and conſequently wounding their Power in the vital 
Part, as bringing them over here (x). 
Ingroſſing is almoſt co-eval with Trade; it was 
much practiſed in Solomon's Time, or he would not 
have ſaid ſevere Things of it; as, he that with-holdeth 
the Corn, the People ſhall Curſe him, &c. Another 
of the ſacred Writers calls an Ingroſſer a Man of Blood 
and a Murderer; (r) and Iſaiab reproaches the In- 
groſſers of his Days, with eating the People up as it 
were Bread; but it never was reduced to ſuch a Syſtem 
as now. Till there was an Act paſſed to oblige them 
to unload Turbot and Lobſters within a limited Time, 
they were ingroſſed, and though there was a Veſſel 
with 70 or 80 Tons of Lobſters at Anchor in the 
Hope, the London Market was fed with but 1000 or 
1500 on each Market-day. Milk has been attempted 
to be ingroſſed, and that neceſſary Article of Life 
Butter, was once ingroſſed in ſuch a Manner by one 
Man, and 30,000 l. did it, that no one elſe could 
ſupply the Government; and had they not found 


(x) Certainly this would be of infinite Service te the Public, 
if it takes Place, but there is in moſt Countries French as Agents 
and frenchified Men.— I wvi/b there may be none here. Es 
) Theſe Hints ſurely muſi makea ſtrong Impreſſion in thoſe 


if any there are) that are ſo employed by having this Eſſect, tha 
of forſaking ſo odions a Calling. Ee 
- Means 


6) 


Means to ſupply the Navy with 1riſþ Butter, he muſt 


have had his own Price: As it was, the Lots of that 
Demand laid him at the pubiic's Mercy, and his Teeth 
were ſo effectually filed, that he never lived to attempt 
the grinding the Poor again. The Poor in the beſt 
of Times fare hard enough, and therefore, every 
© Attempt to oppreſs them ought to be cruſhed ; and 


though for want of Education they cannot expreſs 
cc 


their Grievances with that Propriety which is ne- 
„ ceſſary, neither are they able to fee Council who 
« can; yet in me they ſhall ever find a free and ready 


„Advocate. God forbid! that I ſhould (whilſt I 


„ have Ability) forbear to plead their Cauſe againſt 
ei the . and him who is too mighty for 


. $6 hem.” em, Sir, 


Your humble Servant, 
AN Orpd EncLishHMan, 


The Repreſentation of the Corporation of Mar— 
wick, to their Members of Parliament, mentioned in 


Page 16, in the foregoing Letters here follows: 


To the Hon. Join Spencer, and HENRY ARcHrx, 
Efqrs. M ee in Parliament fer the Bo- 
rough of Warwick. 


GrMTLEMEN, 


E the Mayor, Aldermen, and other Conſti- 
| tents, of the Borough of /YVarwict, too fen- 


ſible that the illegal Exportaiion of Corn, and mer- 
cenary Combination of Fariners, Corn- Factors, Mil- 
lers, and Meal-men, are the deſtructive Cauſes of the 
enormous high Price that Bread has been at, for ſuch a 


»The Writer's Reſolution is noble, and I doubt not, but many 
will j Join with hiw, in ſo laudable, and generous an Undertaking. f 


6 Length 


— 


Length of Time as no Hiſtory can parallel ! We are 
alſo too tenacious of our ſacred Laws, ſo far as we 
have Power, to ſuffer Tumults to redreſs Complaints: 
But ſhould the Multitudes around us, enraged with 
Hunger, and deſpairing Suſtenance, . riſe to ſupport 


_ Exiſtence! Too feeble would be then the civil Power, 


with our Aſſiſtance, and uſeful than the Military, only 
to put poor ſtarving Wretches out of Miſery ! 


But to reflect that ſuch Convulſions may be produced | 
even in the Bowels of the Land, by ſuch a low Minority 


of the Whole, who trample on the Laws, or ſneering 
evade them, greatly alarms us! Yet, if the real Great 


would condeſcend to fee the real Poor; thence muſt 
ariſe a ſure Prevention of the dread Calamity. Hope 


| ſupplying us with an enlivening Preſage, from your beſt 


Endeavours! We, without further Proem, beg Leave 


to tranſmit to you theſe following Inſtructions, viz. 


That the Ports of Great Britain may be continued 
a open for twelve Months, or until Wheat ſhall be gene- 


rally fold at five Shillings per Buſhel. 


That no Wheat be exported with, or without the 


Bounty, when it is more than five Skillings per Buſhel ; 


and that forcign Wheat may be imported, Duty free, 


when the general Price is five Shillings and upwards. 


That all Sorts of Grain be ſold, for the future, in 


Great Britain, by the ſtandard Meaſure of Win- 
cheſter only. 


That no Farmer ſhall blend any Sort of "ES 


otherwiſe than as it grows, under the ſevereſt Penalty. 


That every Farmer ſhall bring his ſeveral Species 


of Corn to his reſpective Market; and that the de- 


ſtructive Introduction to ingroſſing and foreſtalling, 
_ otherwiſe the fallacious Practice of ſelling by Sample, 


be totally aboliſhed, 

That Colluſions in Bargain-makiog for Corn be 
deemed illegal, and ſtrictly puniſhable ; and that every 
my: and Seller of Corn ſhall be obliged to give in 


their | 


1 
43 ) 
their Prices, upon Oath, to the Clerk of the Market, 
or other proper Perſon, if the Magiſtrate ſhall re- 
quire them. 

That no Miller ſhall buy any Corn, but for his own 
domeſtic Uſe, nor buy or ſell any Flour upon any 
_ Conſideration. 

That every Miller ſhall be obliged to grind every 
Species of Corn ſeparate; and that he be paid in 
Money for the future, and not in Toll (as formerly) 
for his Trouble. 

That their Deceptions and ruinous is Machines, called 
Dreſſing-mills, may be demoliſhed, to the End of 
Time; ſuch Implements as cloak the Iniquity of their 
compound Grinding ; rendering Horſe-provender the 
Food of Men; whilſt the avaritious Cannibals devour 
the Poor, impoſing their Killing- powders for nouriſhing 
Wheat Meal ; whilſt the unwary Magiſtrates, through- 
out the Kingdom; fix the Aſſize and Price of Bread, 
as the pure Product of the neateſt Wheat. 


That Proſecutions be carried on at each City and 


County's Expence, or other Modus, as the Wiſdom 
of the Honourable Houſe think moſt expedient ; that 
the Proſecutors may not/be embarraſſed with Expences 
or Delays ; and that the Penalties may be ſo high, and 
ſo eaſily acquired, as to compel the Miller, Sc. to be 
Honeſt: For if they are ſubject only to trival Fines, 
thoſe, their exorbitant Profits in Combination, would 
enable them to pay, and they continue to deride the 
Law, and ſtarve the Poor. 
That half the Penalties, without Dedudtion, ,be given 
as Encouragement to the valuable Informers; the 
other Part to be depoſited in the Hands of the chief 
Magiſtrate of the Place, as a Fund to carry on (as far 
as it will go) each future Proſecution. 

Your Honours adhering to the above, ſhall ever 
demand ſuch juſt Regard, as Friendſhip for the Diſ- 
treſſed claim, and Gratitude can pay, from 


Your Honours moſt obedient humble Servants. 
F IT VNV I. S. 
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